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PREFACE

“Pha Poom” or “Pha Som Pak” or “Pha Som Pak Poom” are unfamiliar names
to most who come across the words these days. Only few people realize how they look
like or what kind of fabrics they are. As the terms have faded away from the modern
Thai culture and society, it is hardly known that Pha Poom or Pha Som Pak Poom are a
type of fabrics woven from silk threads using ikat (mat mii) technique, resulting in textiles
of beautiful colors and intricately decorative pattern with one-tier, two-tier, or three-tier
cone-shape (kruai choeng) motifs embellished at their ends. The fabrics are usually made
with extra length and width compared with other pha nung (lower garments) as they are
worn by wrapping around one’s waist like chong kraben, a lower body cloth that was
popular among men in Ayutthaya to early Rattanakosin period. Their patterns were
intended to indicate status, titles, and ranks of the wearers. From historical records
concerning garments used by different classes of people in Siam since Ayutthaya period, it
reveals that Pha Poom or Pha Som Pak or Pha Som Pak Poom were once lower body
clothes bestowed by the Kings as insignia of ranks for court or government officials holding
noble titles. They must be worn as official uniforms in accordance with the ranks and titles
of the wearers while having an audience with His Majesties or attending important royal
ceremonies, a tradition restricted only in palace compound.

The SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thailand (Public
Organization) or SACICT, realizes the importance of the knowledge on Pha Som Pak
Poom, including the history since the textile was adopted from Cambodia for use in Siamese
court, the usage of fabrics, and the patterns that were used to indicate ranks and titles of
the wearers, which deserve to be compiled and recorded into documents for the benefits
of all interested parties, especially for students to learn and truly understand this valuable
information. We sincerely hopes that the contents gathered and provided in “Sompak
Poom : Khmer-Thai Textile for Court and Commoners” are useful for all interested
persons as intended by SACICT, the publisher.

The SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thailand
(Public Organization)

- -
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Ancient Thai Scroll on Trai Bhumikatha (Sermon on the
Three Worlds), Ayutthaya and Thonburi editions depicting
the costume during Thonburi period. The high-ranking
officers wore Chong Kraben over pants according to
status, and wrap cloth around the waist. Pha Nung used
both Pha Som Pak Lai and Pha Som Pak Rew.

As Ayutthaya inherited a Khmer system
of government based upon the concept of
divine kingship or Devaraja, the political
administration was reformed in the reign of King
Borommatrailokkanat (1448-1488). The King
separated civil and military officials, giving them
titular ranks and feudal ranks to create the
hierarchy of nobility. The King also established the
administrative system: Inner Cities, Outer Cities, and

Tributaries.
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Courtiers paid their deep respect to King Narai of Ayutthaya who was riding a royal elephant. An image from
“Le voyage du Pere Tachard, 1986.Vol.l”
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The civil and military administrations were
separated and the government was centralized.
King Borommatrailokkanat appointed two chief
ministers to help him govern the kingdom. The
Minister of Interior (Mahatthai) was responsible
for the civilian section, while the Minister of
Defence (Kalahom) was in charge of military
affairs. Apart from the chief ministers, other four
key ministries originally known as ‘the Jatusadom’
(“the Four Pillars’) were created: Wieng (police),
Wang (palace affairs), Klang (treasury), and Na
(land use).

Also in King Borommatrailokkanat’s reign,
the Thai royal and noble titles were codified
under the field-power system called “Sakdina”.
Thai society had been divided into two classes,
the nobles and the commoners, the Sakdina
system clearly defined the roles within society of
these two groups. The law of Sakdina specified
the different classes of people and amount of
land to be assigned to each. It imposed duties and
responsibilities on them to help the king govern
the kingdom. Sakdina numerical rank of Nobles
started from 400 Rai depending upon position in

the government.
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A courtier and a slave in Siam, an image from “Le voyage
du Pere Tachard, 1986.Vol.l”
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The Sakdina system determined how
each person should responsibly behave and the
respect he was due from others. In the hierarchical
social system, noblemen were honored and
respected. However, a Buddhist monk is treated
respectfully even by the king. Differences in
status and wealth were indicated by the richness
of the cloth. According to the Royal Law of the
court, some specific textiles, including Pha Som
Pak, were restricted to people in the court or to

the king and his immediate family.
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Ancient Thai Scroll on the Vessantara Jataka, the story of
one of Buddha’s past lives depicting the costume during
Ayutthaya period.
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When Siam adopted the culture of wearing
Sampot from Cambodia, the fabric usage is
narrowed down to specific to Pha Nung granted
by the king for courtiers as demonstration of
ranks. The king often granted rewards to
courtiers in the form of a piece of cloth. Asitwas
given once a year, it was called Pha Wad Rai Pee

(annual rewarded cloth).
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Som Pak Lai or Pha Lai Yang, a piece of printed fabric for the king or granted by the king for courtiers as demonstration

of ranks.
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Later, the word ‘Sampot’ has gradually
been distorted to become “Som Pak” or “Song
Pak”. Most of the time, the type of cloth used
for this purpose was “Pha Som Pak”. Pha Som
Pak Poom can be categorized into 3 main types.

1. Som Pak Lai is a printed fabric which

royal artist made the design pattern before

sending it to Indian artist in India to draw or print
on a very fine quality cotton fabric. Som Pak Lai
is used for formal ceremonies, such as Royal

Procession and Royal Barge Procession.
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Ancient Thai Scroll on the Royal Procession in the reign of King Narai in Ayutthaya Period, depicting the costumes

of courtiers.
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The oldest evidence found of Pha Som Pak

Poom usage was in the Annals of Ayutthaya on

court official manual on customs and duties of

court officials, a typewriter copy from Document

No. 19 in the National Library.

“..In case the king is travelling by
the royal barge ... the escorting officers are
required to wear Som Pak Lai, Khrui (a light
outer garment worn as a gown), and Phok
Kiew (high pinnacled hat). according to their
ranks and carrying swords according to their

titles...”
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Som Pak Yok was used as men’s hip wrapper in Ayutthaya period and during the early Rattanakosin period.
The King granted it to courtiers as demonstration of ranks.
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Som Pak Poom was used as a hip wrapper. The king often granted rewards to courtiers in the form of this kind of cloth.

12
anilna gidnans o e ansrdsingansioyn




3. audnyu vise audnlvu .ludmeiionld
fo Wulnuduingivlunisme dnsadsainany
VuRURA 18055038 Tngeu Tou oy vaddumns
wardsthumedatuiduiundaudnuvinlriiadu
MAaNBLaTEATIVaINYaY 138011 NS “UARd”

aad ° v a & A v aAa a o
AssuIsHagyn A duiuRNiainanswayddu
AVaInNaIgLazal89Il UsenauiuaIIue1ay
YandulnuwarAuazitgnatendatus1luy
ALNITHNLAILAZES 19830 AN8A8NTTUITT AN
A U UNIVDIUTEMAD ULAE D 9L Wl WU
lunsidndfanivesgiinaeiduny Jusenidesld
Fuily audnyu wie aulnluu ldsuidenain
srwdrinaeulildiludnjsdmsuguunuaslasu
WILIIVNIUAINIAUYUYA LASAINUANITINDNG
TAseaderin 09AUSENBY LATII8ALDUAVDIAINATY

A Yy & W & - o £
vurue TR annaunulnudueansaussnafng
vosyuusluudaznsy nas Lidmsuygaddae
o a a ) aa
wszunInEnsg luratunidalyinses1uns
Ao Tddmivyadunsaswuuluuiitndailu
WAaTIU

3. Som Pak Poom or Som Pak Mai is
hand woven using silk fabric and employing ikat
(mat mii) technique. Som Pak Poom was one of
traditional fabrics used in Siam royal court since
Ayutthaya period up until King Rama V of the

Rattanakosin period. It was a fabric that the king

granted to the courtiers in accordance with their

ranks.
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Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha Pichaiyat (Tat Bunnag)
wore a costume of a high-ranking nobleman in
early Rattanakosin period, as described in the Royal Law
which is to wear Pha Som Pak and wrap Pha Kiew without
wearing anything on upper body.

A courtier could be granted all three kinds
of Pha Som Pak by the King. However, the patterns

would vary depending on ranks and titles

The clothing of courtiers
According to “The Natural and Political
History of the Kingdom of Siam” written by the
FrenchmanNicolas Gervaise, courtiers in Ayutthaya
period wore specific cloths in formal ceremonies.
Sua Khrui  a light outer garment worn as a
gown
Sua Nok a shirt made of Chinese silk satin
or embroidered gold brocade
imported from India or Persia,
such as Pha Kem Kab, Pha Atlat

and Zarbaft.
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Phra Wisut Sunthon (Kosa Pan) wearing the full

costume for the royal ambassador when going to

France to strengthen the relationship with King Louis

XV in 1687.
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Pha Klong Kor a shawl made of embroidered

Sanab Plao

Chinese silk satin or gold
brocade imported from India or
Persia, such as Pha Kem Kab,
Pha Atlat and Zarbaft.

pants made of embroidered
fine silk

Chong Kraben a hip wrapper worn over

Sandals
Lomphok

pants (Pha Som Pakwas usually
used)

influenced by Moorish sandals
a long pointed headwear for
nobles and officials. Its top is
similar to Chada (crown-like
headdress). Its brim is upturned
and wrapped by yellow Som
Rot or decorated with gold

flower.
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Drawings of Thai courtiers from “The Du Royaume de
Siam” Annals of La Loubeére” , a book written by a French
diplomat to Siam during the reign of King Louis XIV.

Wearing Pha Som Pak Poom

Pha Som Pak is the most important Pha
Nung (hip wrapper). It is granted by the king for
courtiers as demonstration of ranks. This cloth
is only used during audience with the king or
attending royal ceremonies.

When wearing Pha Som Pak Poom, the
cloth needs to be separated into one short side
and one long side. The short side should be
approximately the same normal Chong Kraben
length. The edge is tucked and made into a
knotted pouch. The long side is stretched away
and then folded back towards the body in the
same length of short side. The remaining top
edge is then tucked under the other knotted
pouch and pulled upwards. The edges appear as
elephant mouth. The pulling of edges is called
“Chak Pok” meaning the edges of the fabric
for rolling up. Both edges consequently do not
have the same thickness, as the right side is not
folded, making it a single layer, while the left
side is folded, making it a double layer. Both
ends are overlaid on one another and twisted
together like normal edge of Chong Kraben, but
a bit tilted towards the front. The twisted fabric
is then pulled between the legs and tucked it in
the back of the waist, just in the same matter of
wearing Chong Kraben.

Granting rewards to courtiers in the form
of Pha Som Pak or Pha Wad Rai Pee (annual
rewarded cloth) ended during King Rama V’s
period in the Rattanakosin Era. The king changed
court official dress from Khmer Som Pak to Pha

Muang (silk satin imported from China).
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Pha Som Pak Poom

Pha Som Pak Poom comes from two

combined words “Pha Som Pak” and “Pha
Poom”. The word “Som Pak” or “Song Pak” or
“Thom Pak” was under assumption by Prince
Narisara Nuvadtivongs, as appeared in the Royal
Letter Volume 24, that “...the word Som Pak is a
Khmer word. It seems the Khmer people until
now still use Som Pak as a common word to
refer to wrap-around cloth....”

When Siam adopted the culture of wearing
Sampot from Cambodia, the fabric usage is
narrowed down to specific to Pha Nung granted
by the king for courtiers as demonstration of

ranks.

In the past, the king often granted rewards
to courtiers in the form of a piece of Som Pak
Poom. It became the Pha Nung for various ranks
of courtiers worn as costume before King Rama
V period. The fabric is only used during audience
with the king or attending royal ceremonies.
From patterns, Pha Som Pak Poom can be
categorized into Som Pak Riew, Som Pak Long
Chuan, Som Pak Choeng Poom, Som Pak Poom
Dok Lek, Som Pak Poom Dok Klang, Som Pak
Poom Dok Yai and Som Pak Poom Tong Nak.
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Distinctive Characteristics of Pha
Som Pak Poom

Pha Poom or Som Pak Poom is woven
using silk fabric and employing weft ikat
technique. Two narrow fabrics are joined together
to make a piece of cloth with approximately
160cm width, which is approximately ¥ times
wider and 2 times longer than normal Pha Nung

(wrap-around cloth).
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Components of the Fabric

Pha Poom can be divided into the
following parts: edge, foot, and body. The foot of
the fabric is woven with Choeng or Kruai Choeng
patterns. The edge is woven with Kan Yang
pattern along the length of the fabric, followed by
narrow stripe pattern, then by short Kruai Choeng
pattern. The body of the fabric is woven into Dok
Krua Tau motifs. The patterns in Pha Poom are
not evidently seen. The embroidery or printed
motifs only show the rough outline in order to

indicate which patterns are used.



(Et"miiwé’numz%sm%wﬁ’hauﬂﬂg34

U = v a
YOURNVSOHIILU St
YoUNINBg \
@ 3
B =
Z Y =
= 71998 z
2 5
-
No) 5
7 4 ¥, =
= 719961 é
@
8 z
AALNINA
LR YRUANMS0FIYY

25

Sompak Poom : Khmer-Thai Textile for Court and Commoners



el Aedfegnsinansvesiui Juludwiiuiign

Tong pha (body part) is the main decorative part in the middle of the cloth.
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Chor taeng tong (the inner border) is the area surrounding tong pha.
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Sang wian (the outer border) is the area surrounding chor taeng tong.
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Choeng pha (the end parts), the area next to sang wian at both ends which features kruai

choeng (cone-shaped) motifs.
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Pha Som Pak Poom for courtiers
Pha Som Pak Poom can be classified

according to ranks as follows.

Pha Som Pak Poom Tong Nak

King Rama | issued the First Enacted Law
of Thailand, stipulating the wearing of costumes
according to ranks and penalty for those wearing
incorrect costumes.

These two pieces of Pha Som Pak Poom
Tong Nak were used as Pha Nung Chong Kraben
for nobles. They were woven using two twill mat
mii (ikat) technique with silk yarns into four-petal
patterns surrounded by intertwined naga (Nak
Kiew) patterns. Two rows of Kruai Choeng patterns
were woven on the edge. Pha Som Pak Poom
Tong Nak was granted by the King to ministers.
It was considered as the most important type
of Pha Som Pak Poom because it featured Nak
(naga) pattern, a refine and complicated pattern
which required expertise and skill in weaving.

The belief about naga was presence in the
Hindu and Buddhist moral and religious teachings
for over thousands of years. Naga is a mythical
animal that people in the South East Asian region
believe and respect to have importance second
to Garuda. Therefore, the fact that the King
granting Pha Som Pak Poom Tong Nak or naga
pattern to the high-ranking officials who had the
responsibility to manage the state administration
direct under the King was considered as a
common understandably matter. The officials
granted Pha Som Pak Poom Tong Nak,
consequently, would constantly be reminded of
their seniority status that they should perform

their duties in accordance with the granted honor.

The word “Tong Nak” refers to the mat mii

patterns in the middle of the fabric or “Tong pha
” which is woven into single “Nak” (naga) pattern
with body looking like an S shape or two nagas
coiling their bodies in S shapes. The pattern with
nagas that are hooked together or connected
together are called “Nak Kiew” pattern, typically
used for high-ranking officials in the positions of
Somdet Chao Phraya. In the royal court, only
six positions were qualified to wear Pha Som
Pak Poom Lai Tong Nak: Samuha Phra Kalahom
(Chief of Defence), Samuha Nayok (Chief of
Interior), Jatusadom (four columns of Thailand’s
administrative entities) including Krom Wiang
(Bureau of the City), Krom Wang (Bureau of
the Lord Chamberlain), Krom Klang (Bureau
of the Exchequer), Krom Na (Bureau of Paddy
Fields). Moreover, Pha Som Pak Poom Lai Tong
Naks were also granted to lower ranks officials

in the positions of Chao Phraya and Phraya.
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Pha Som Pak Poom Dok Yai (large
flower), Dok Klang (medium flower),
and Dok Lek (small flower)

As appeared in the statements in
the Government Gazette on the subject of
Appointment of Positions during King Rama IV

period, when a child of King Rama IV was born that

“..the King appointed Phra Kraisri
to be Royal Teacher named Parohijari
Manusararusri Prasittharatchaworakija-
nusasanasat with status in terms of land
equal to 10,000 rai and Som Pak Poom
Dok Yai as insignia of rank...”

“..promoted Royal Teacher Pichet
to be Phraya Manu Neti Banharn, a
high-rank officer in the royal palace in
charge of maintaining the ancient laws
as well as royal decrees and acts of the
Royal Prosecutor. The position is to make
recommendations on the law in the jury
committee and all court cases as well
as act as Permanent Undersecretary of
a Ministry to Minister who presides over
the trials. The King granted the status in
terms of land equal to 6,000 rai and give

Som Pak Dok Yai as insignia of rank...”
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“...appointed Phra Padethibodee to
be Phraya Manusarasat, an official in the
royal palace responsible for maintaining
the ancient laws as well as royal decrees
and acts of the Royal Prosecutor. The
position is to make recommendations on
the law in the jury committee for big trials
or trials where both plaintiff and defen-
dant or either party is the palace’s per-
sonnel. The position also has to inspect
court houses of all the ministries within
the palace. The King granted the status
in terms of land equal to 3,000 rai and

give Som Pak Dok Yai as insignia of rank...”
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The most prominent feature of Pha
Som Pak Poom Dok Yai lies in the body of the
fabric where large Dok Prajamyam patterns are
surrounded with Kan Yang patterns or Takai Nak
Kiew patterns. The central part of Dok Prajamyam
is a rhombus surrounded by a square with 12
redented corners which is considered as an

important Thai design.
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Pha Som Pak Poom Dok Klang features
mat mii patterns such Kan Baeng motif, Ta
Kai Dok Prajamyam motif and rhombus motif
that looks like breast chain. The central part is
Thai style floral mobile pattern, which is an
important and popular Thai ancient design. Thai
style floral mobile is often used to decorate
religious places, especially in Hinduism, as it
is considered as auspicious pattern. Later this
pattern has influence on the making of breast
ornaments, which is considered as the most
prominent ornaments in the body part, that is
“Tab Suang Tua Mia” (a long rhombus-shaped
chest ornament put on the breast chain) with
some chandeliers dangling on the bottom part.
This ornament reflects the Siamese people’s
belief in applying the invention of flowers used
in paying respect to the gods and Buddha to
develop into ornaments worn nearest to the

heart, bringing auspiciousness to the wearer.
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Pha Som Pak Poom A was assumed to be made in the royal mill of the Bangkok court, while B

and C were expected to be woven in Cambodia because of the complex weaving technique.
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This piece of Pha Som Pak Poom Dok Klang
features mat mii patterns with ordinary four-petal
Dok Prajamyam motif. The central part is a
normal circle pattern and rhombus pattern. Some
Thai scholars call it Lai Kom Jed (seven lantemn
pattern) and Lai Kom Kao (nine lantern pattern).
It is assumed that this pattern belongs to officers
in the positions of Hua Meun (officer of the royal
household doing the duty of the King’s butler)
and Chao Krom Tamruad Luang (director of royal
police). King Rama | used to be the director of
royal police before his coronation.
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This piece is the best sample of Pha Som Pak Poom Dok Klang as it features complete
mat mii patterns, which is similar to Indian Patola. Thus, the patola is said to be the inspiration of

many single ikats in Southeast Asia.
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Pha Som Pak Poom Dok Lek has less complicated pattern than Pha Som Pak Poom Dok
Yai and Dok Klang. This piece features mat mii weaving with rough Kom (lantern) patterns. Attempt
is made to create neat rows of Kom patterns. Other elements are complete including Tong pha
(body), Chor taeng tong (the part between Sangwian and Tong pha ), and Sangwian (the outer most
part on both edges of the fabric). It can be said that this piece of cloth is a good example of Pha
Som Pak Poom Dok Lek.
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This piece of Pha Som Pak Poom Dok Lek Lai Kom Jed (seven lantern pattern) at the body

of the cloth with three tier-kruai choeng pattern. This cloth was said to be worn by Siamese courtiers.
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Pha Som Pak Choeng

Pha Som Pak Choeng or Pha Som Pak
Choeng Poom has the same structure as other
types of Pha Som Pak Poom. The difference is
that Tong pha (body) has solid color without mat
mii patterns. Because of this, it is often called
“Pha Som Pak Poom Tong Lian” (Pha Som Pak
Poom with blank body) or called by the color
of the body, for example, Pha Som Pak Poom
Tong Kiao (green) and Pha Som Pak Poom Tong
Kao (white). This type of fabric was granted by
the King to the officials in the positions of Phra

down to Luang and Khun.
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This piece of Som Pak Choeng Poom could be worn by the courtiers in the positions of

Phra down to Luang and Khun. It could be also called “Pha Som Pak Poom Tong Nam Ngoen” as

its body is blue.
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Pha Som Pak Long Chuan and Pha
Som Pak Riew

Som Pak Long Juan and Som Pak Riew
have completely different structure than other
types of Pha Som Pak Poom, that is the fabric
has eliminated important parts of the fabric
structure. Therefore, there are no Tong pha ,
Chor taeng tong, Sangwian, and Kruai Choeng.
Mat mii weaving is made in striped patterns along
the width of the fabric. The mat mii patterns are
created from weft yarns. This type of fabric
was granted by the King to the officials in the
positions of Luang down to Khun, Muen, and
Tanai (the lowest rank). The status in terms
of land of the receivers ranged from 800 rais

of land down to 400 rais.
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Pha Som Pak Long Juan

This Pha Som Pak Long Juan features
patterns along the length of the fabric. It could
be called mii khan or mii khor. Because of its
complex ikat weaving technique, the cloth was

said to be made in Cambodia.
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Pha Som Pak Riew

This type of Pha Som Pak Poom is the lowest rank of all Pha Som Pak Poom. It has the
same structure of Pha Som Pak Long Juan, that is Tong pha, Chor taeng tong, Sangwian, and Kruai
Choeng are eliminated. The patterns which appear on the fabric are striped patterns similar to Pha
Som Pak Long Juan. However, the striped patterns of Pha Som Pak Riew come from solely warp
yarns and solely weft yarns. The striped patterns from warp yarns will create stripes along the length
of the fabric, from the use of alternate colors on the warp yarns while using solid color on weft
yarns. The striped patterns from weft yarns are divided into “Som Pak Riew Yai” (large striped Som
Pak) featuring mudmee in weft yarns to create striped patterns along the width of the fabric and
“Som Pak Riew” featuring twill weave to create dashes or dotted lines in the stripes with alternate
colors of weft yarns to indicate the boundary of stripes. Som Pak Riews were granted by the King
to officials in the positions of Khun down to Muen and Phan, with status in terms of land from 600

rais down to 400 rais.

53

Sompak Poom : Khmer-Thai Textile for Court and Commoners



v & e & "y adw A v o1 od v o v ad o < v v A
drautindalueg AulinnusisienssiBdaniiduns Wusovaduiuuauddnuseus Wudlwinnd
neuuuastmzne Jsdulvgruinihasduiineduanisilvumaiwesasuluaiodusaulnduns

This Pha Som Pak Riew Yai was assumed to be made in the royal mill of the Bangkok court.
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These Pha Som Pak Riew use the decorative technique by alternating colors of weft yarns
with dark color yarns so that striped patterns along the width of the fabric are created. The stripes
are alternated between solid color stripes and stripes with intermittent special additional weft yarns
woven to create bulging yarns on the fabric called “yok” (raised pattern). The raised patterns with
dashes or dotted lines are woven across the whole width of the fabric within the stripes.

The above mentioned characteristics of Pha Som Pak Riew were used for the first
hierarchical government officials and general royal pages. When performing a great feat, the

King would give a promotion and grant Pha Nung corresponding to the newly promoted position.
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Thailand, Cambodia and other Southeast
Asian countries received cultural influence from
both India and China, which is clearly shown
through the clothing styles. The influence of
India’s civilization on Cambodian cultures has
shown in many respects, especially clothing and
textiles. The Cambodian tie dye technique was
derived directly from India and later extended
to its neighboring countries including Thailand.

Ikat or mat mii patterns can be made from
the warps or wefts. Moreover, intricate patterns
can be tied both in the warp and weft threads
and dyed prior to weaving, which is called
double-ikat technique. The patola is a double
ikat made of silk that originates in Gujarat, India.
It has been one of the major export products from
Gujarat to many South East Asian countries since
the 20th Buddhism Century. The tying of double
ikats requires great expertise. The warp and the
weft have to be precisely tied and dyed so that
the patterns interlock and reinforce each other
when the fabric is woven. A well-made patola
has more clearly defined patterns and richer
colors than does the typical single ikat. Thus,
the patola is very expensive and not intended

for commmon people.
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The patola cloth was thought to be the

inspiration of many single ikats in Southeast
Asia today. This cloth was used to be exported
to Indonesia, Siam, Cambodia and Laos for the
use of the royal families. However, Cambodia,
Laos and Siam courts changed the patterns and
materials. Due to the painstaking weaving process,
the majority of ikats in Cambodia, Laos and Siam

are single ikat.

The patola has been known to share
many similar characteristics with Pha Som Pak
Poom in Siam. That is, they both use double
ikat dying technique and are designed to feature
a large square forming border for the motifs
intricately woven in the entire square frame.
Both ends of the fabrics are rather wide and
contain geometrical motifs in cone triangular

shapes.
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The Royal official letters of King Rama IV (1853)
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Pha Som Pak Poom Production in Cambodia

Though, there were two Royal Weaving Mills that produced Pha Som Pak Poom in Siam,
another important source of Siamese Pha Som Pak Poom production was in Cambodia. It was stated in
San Somdet (Correspondences between Prince Naritsaranuwattiwong and Prince Damrongrachanuphap),

Volume 24, that since the word

“..talking about Pha Poom, | am curious to know what country created the textiles.
There are Pha Poom from Thailand, Cambodia, or Malayu, but | never heard of one
from Mon, Myanmar, Vietnam, or China. Considering about it, it seems that the fabric was
produced in Cambodia first before the Thais borrowed such weaving technique from the
Khmer people”
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The Royal official letters of King Rama IV (1855)
(17) The letter to the ruler of Battambang telling of Pha Som Pak the King of Siam received

and more 4 pieces of Pha Som Pak Poom Nak Dok Yai required.
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(77) The letter to the ruler of Battambang telling of Pha Som Pak and Pha Poom granted to
King Rama IV
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The Royal official letters of King Rama IV (1856)
(52) The letter to the ruler of Siem Reap requesting textiles for the Bangkok court
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The Royal official letters of King Rama IV (1862)
(152) The letter to the ruler of Battambang ordering Pha Som Pak Choeng
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Pha Som Pak Poom Production in Siam

In Siam, the major sources of Pha Pak
Poom production were the Royal Silk Mills or
the Royal Weaving Mills. There were two Royal
Mills in the old times, one near Chang Rongsi
Bridge and another near the Front Palace
(Wang Na), both of which stood along the old
city moat canal (Khlong Khu Mueang Doem) of
Bangkok. According to the Thai Historical Annals,
Volume 15, the old moat canal was ordered to be
dug by King Taksin Maharaj to serve His Majesty’s
plan for city expansion. Built on the east side of
Krung Thonburi, the former Thai capital city, it
exceeded into the west part of Phra Nakorn area.
The canal joined Chaophraya River on the north
at Tha Chang Wang Na and on the south at Pak
Khlong Talat.
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When King Rama | re-established the
capital city in Phra Nakorn area on the eastern
side of Chaophraya river bank, the old moat canal
was used as a transportation route instead. The
canal was then called in accordance with the
area it ran past. For example, the canal mouth
on the north was called “Klong Rong Mai Luang”
(the Royal Mill canal) as it ran past the Royal
Silk Mill (the Royal Mill 1) and the canal mouth
on the south was called “Pak Khlong Talat”
(Market canal) as it was surrounded by bustling
land and floating markets. The part that ran
between Khlong Lot Wat Ratchanatda and Khlong
Lot Wat Ratchabophit was called “Khlong Lot”.

According to San Somdet, Volume 1,
“..the northern part of Klong Lot is called Khlong
Rong Mai (the Silk Mill canal) while the central
part is simply called Khlong Lot. Based on the
Historical Record of the Front Palace, Khlong
Rong Mai should have been called Khlong Khu
Phra Nakorn Doem (the old moat canal of Phra
Nakorn). However, since a silk mill was built in
front of the Front Palace, that area of the canal
was called “Khlong Rong Mai” (the Silk Mill canal)
instead...”

The Royal Sitk Mill that was located near
Chang Si Bridge (the Royal Mill 2), on the side
of Khlong Lot, east of the Royal Palace, ended
its operation in the reign of King Rama Ill. With
reference to Inao, a famous literary work by King
Rama Il, the Mill once served as a market for Pha
Yok Thong (silk brocaded with gold threads) or
Pha Som Pak Long Juan.
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On its north, near the Front Palace, stood
another Mill which was used to produce clothes
and attires for the King, noblemen, and govern-
ment officers. It was operated and controlled
by Chao Khun Ying Pao, a daughter of Phraya
Barommaha Pichayati, since the reign of King
Rama IV. It ceased its operation in the reign of
King Rama V.
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A map showing location of the two Royal Mills in early Rattanakosin period
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Royal Mill near the Front Palace as follows:
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“..It is established that we have learnt to build our Silk Mill from the Khmer people.
| didn’t know much when the Mill was run by Khun Ying Pao but learnt more about it after
it was transferred to Khun Montri. At that time, it was normal to have Pha Tra (fabrics with
royal emblems) woven at the Mill or ordered from abroad, since the fabric could easily
be made in other countries. However, these days, small pieces of Pha Tra are woven here
as there are more weavers at the Mill. The Mill used to create Pha Som Pak (the Royal
Silk Mill near Khlong Lot) was already closed down...It used to operate under Khung Ying
Pao’s supervision until early King Rama V’s period. When a shoulder strap and pendants
were designed to be part of the royal insignia under the Royal Insignia Regulations, Khun
Ying Pao would design the pattern and order her son, Phraya Montri Suriyawong (Chuen),
who then held the title of Chao Muen Samer Chairat, to arrange for the production of the
fabrics at the Mill. The Thai royal insignia involved a shoulder strap and silk ribbon bars
woven in the country for so many years. However, when the Most Illustrious Order of Chula
Chom Klao insignia was established in 1873, there were concerns that the pink silk ribbon woven
by the Mill may not meet the expected standard. The silks used to create royal insignia have
thus been ordered to be imported from European countries ever since. After Pha Som Pak was
no longer used in the court and was replaced by navy blue Pha Muang, a fabric imported

from China, the Mill was eventually closed down.
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However, even after the Mill ceased to
operate, it was found that Pha Som Pak Poom
were sometimes still in use. The picture below
shows Phraya Ram Rakhop (M.L. Fueng Peung-

boon) wearing Pha Som Pak Poom attire.
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The Difference between Pha Som Pak Poom
Produced from the Royal Silk Facility and that
from Camdodia

Pha Som Pak Poom from Cambodia
uses three twill woven technique while those
made from the Royal Silk Facility uses two
twill woven technique, which is considered
as a simpler technique. Because of this, it is
assumed that Khmer people have more
craftsmanship in weaving than Thai people, as
the weaving of silk ikat Hol from Cambodia is

more complicated.
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The difference between woven textiles
from Cambodia and royal silk facility of
Thailand is that the front and back fabric from
three twill weaving will have different tone of
colors and luster. One side will be darker while the
other side will be lighter. Looking closely at the
texture, we can see the diagonal patterns that
look like fish bones. The fabric is thicker than
fabric woven from two twill technique. In three
twill weave, warp yarns are divided into three
groups, making one side of the fabric to show
twice more of the warp yarn colors than the
other side. On the other hand, the other side will
show twice more of the weft yarn colors. Two
twill weave, however, divides warp yarns equally
into two groups, making both sides of the fabric
to show the same colors of weft and warp yarns.

The patterns of both Pha Som Pak Poom
from Cambodia and Thailand are not very
different, as probably both received influence
and inspiration from India. Pha Som Pak Pooms
from Cambodia were also woven according to the
order from the central royal court. The patterns
and colors were respectively close to those of
Thailand, as both were used as granted cloths
for government officials according to ranks. The
only noticeable difference is Pha Som Pak Poom
from Cambodia typically have Lai Kruai Choeng
pattern on both edges of fabric all through the
whole length while the same pattern on Pha
Som Pak Poom from Thailand is narrower as the
pattern is braced by Lai Sangwian patterns or the
edges of the fabric along the whole length of the
fabric, forbidding Lai Kruai Choeng pattern to fill
the whole length of the cloth.
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Besides Pha Som Pak Poom woven from
Royal Silk Facility in Thailand and Cambodia,
similar types of textiles were also found in
Laos. Laotians use the textile as Chong Kraben
for men in important ceremonies, for example,
wedding. It is worn by the groom, so it is called
“Pha Koey”. Because of silk ikat woven in Laos
have the same features as those woven by the
Royal Silk Facility of Thailand - that it has narrow
width and requires two pieces of cloths to be
stitched together in the middle to produce a
large, full body Pha Nung (wrap-around skirt). The
mat mii pattern from the first piece of cloth will
be turned inside-out to create another mat mii
of the second piece. Because of this special
procedure, this type of fabric is commonly
referred to as “Pha Teen Kab”, a word in Lao
language which is equivalent to the word “Pha
Teen Klab” in Thai language. Little is known
about the history and academic information
of “Pha Teen Kab”. Scholars on Thai northern
textiles explained that this type of fabric might
probably belong to Tai Phuan ethnic group, who
reside in the Xiangkhouang and Luang Prabang
in Laos. The fabric was woven with both silk and
cotton. In the past, the silk fabrics were commonly
dyed from natural ingredients. However, recently
chemical colors were used instead. Pha Teen
Klab from Laos also uses two twill technique,
the same with Pha Som Pak Poom from Royal
Silk Facility of Thailand. Sometimes people call
this type of fabric as “Som Pak Lao” or “Som Pak
Poom Lao” or “Poom Lao”. Evidence from Laos
indicated that this type of fabric was used by
Laos’ royal court. King of Laos ordered the weaver
to make the fabric in order to grant to ministers,
government officials, and courtiers, in the same

way as practiced in the royal court of Siam.
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Considering the history and details on the
fabric, it is found that Laos evidently received
influence from Patola of India. However, Laos did
not make a two-way mat mii (applying tie-dye
technique for both warp and weft yarns), but
only for weft yarns. Silk yarns used for weaving
Pha Teen Kab from Laos are opposite to the silk
yarns used by Thailand and Cambodia - that is
the yarns are coarse and thick with some small
knots. “Pha Teen Kab” or “Pha Koey” from
Laos that Thai people refer to as “Poom Lao”
was not only worn by men during important
ceremonies including wedding, it was also worn
in other auspicious ceremonies and ultimately at
the end of life, which is considered as the last
inauspicious ceremony. This type of cloth was
used in covering the open casket. In the old days,
embalming injections did not exist. If the casket
was closed, the air inside the casket would easily
become stuffy, causing the smell of the corpse to
disperse faster. This type of fabric, consequently,
has another name after this particular usage as
“Pha Pok Loeng” (cloth covering the casket).
After cremation, it was a tradition for the heirs
and descendants to cut the fabric into many
pieces and take the pieces home to worship or
commemoration. Because of this reason, it is
extremely difficult to find Pha Teen Kab from

Lao in complete, perfect condition.

73

Sompak Poom : Khmer ¢ Thai Textile for Court and Commoners



faudnyuiidaunanussimaiuyyiosd
Tassaredfifuunanensiodaiivaeedsdes
frugmvsenufiuntng wardumeuinfiundn
“doden” agldenifuninuevesiugi ‘VﬁﬂLL(ﬂ"ﬂu
ﬁuamaaLmamiwmmuummwm wardaioud
?Tuamaammamsmmamu%qﬂmmsamunma
Lﬁuﬂiauﬁamau AsoUAETeuNYas TideusaudIu

waqmaﬂma‘wm

Pha Som Pak Poom from Cambodia
typically has a structure with rows of Lai Kruai
Choeng patterns along both edges of the fabric
or to the full width of the fabric. The edge of the
fabric, which is called “Sangwian” does not run
the full length of the whole fabric but will end
when meeting with Lai Kruai Choeng. The part
of Sangwien which ends at the Lai Kruai Choeng
will loop back, creating a frame with patterns
named Lai Lom Rok, Lai Chor Tang Tong which
encircles the body of the fabric.
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Example of Structure of Pha Poom from Cambodia
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Pha Som Pak Poom from Thailand
woven from the Royal Silk Facility in Bangkok
typically has a structure with edges of the fabric
or “Sangwian” bracing along the length of the
fabric, making the rows of Lai Kruai Choeng on
both sides not to run the whole length of the
fabric. The central body of the fabric is encircled
by a single layer of Lai Chor Tang Tong. From the
studies of Pha Som Pak Poom from Thailand and
Pha Som Pak Poom from Cambodia by many
scholars, Som Pak Poom of the two countries
could be differentiated by the Lai Kruai Choeng
patterns on the edges of the fabric. The scholars
further noticed that Pha Som Pak Pooms from
Cambodia, which were ordered made from the
royal court of Siam, sometimes were woven with
mat mii technique so that Sangwian patterns were

filled along the whole length of the fabric, just

fegnsinuvaglasaidnyuinelulsemelne
Example of Structure of Pha Poom from Thailand

like Pha Som Pak Poom from Thailand woven by
Royal Silk Facility. However, from recent findings,
many more ancient Pha Som Pak Pooms were
found. Assumption can be made that Pha Som
Pak Pooms from Thailand were mostly woven
with two twill technique while Pha Som Pak
Poom from Cambodia were mostly woven with
three twill technique. The people studying Pha
Som Pak Poom closely by feeling the texture
have arrived at another conclusion at Pha Som
Pak Pooms from Cambodia were woven with
finer, more delicate silk yarns which produced
softer and more lustrous fabric than Pha Som
Pak Poom from Thailand. Even though Pha Som
Pak Poom from Thailand also used fine silk yarns,
the yarns were thicker and less lustrous than silk

yarns from Cambodia.
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Pha Som Pak Poom is made from weaving

the tie-dye cotton or silk yarns in which patterns
are created from tying and then dipping in dyes
before weaving, which is called mat mii (ikat)
technique. Prince Narisara Nuvadtivongs made a
notice of the characteristics of Pha Som Pak Poom
in the Royal Letter (San Somdet), Volume | that
“The patterns of Poom are created by twisting
different colored yarns together and dyeing
the yarns to create parts of various colors
before weaving into a pattern according to their
ideas...”

From the aforementioned statement, it
is found that the weaving of Pha Poom requires
different colors of yarns and the twisting of yarns
together before weaving. The different yarn colors
come from tying, folding, or knotting yarns into
the pre-designed patterns before dipping into
dyes so that the required patterns and colors
are achieved prior to weaving. Today, the textile
woven with the same technique as Pha Som
Pak Poom is called Pha Mat Mii or Pha Hol.
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Mat Mii (Ikat)

Pha Mat Mii (ikat) is a fabric woven from
tie-dye cotton or silk yarns in which patterns are
created from the tying, or knotting in different
ways and then dipping in dyes before weaving.
It is considered as an art of local textile weaving,
which has been practiced for a very long time. It
is found in some ethnic groups including Tai-Yuan,
Tai Lue, Tai Krang in northern Thailand and Tai-Lao
in northeastern Thailand. In the northeastern part,
it can be subdivided into upper northeastern,
receiving influence from Tai-Lao who use both
cotton and silk fabric; and lower northeastern,
receiving influence from Khmer, who prefer fine silk
fabric which can create patterns similar to painting.
The woven textile from this group is most similar to
the ancient Pha Som Pak Poom of Cambodia. Mat
mii weavers were inspired by surrounding nature
and culture to create the patterns.

Pha Som Pak Poom is similar to Mat mii
(ikat) fabric because they have their patterns
determined prior to dyeing. Strands of silk threads
are tied by strips of plastic to separate areas into
sections requiring no pigments in dying according
to predetermined design. In Thailand, only the
horizontal threads (wefts) are patterned in this
manner but there are also warp ikat and double

ikat practiced in other countries.
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Pha Hol

“Hol” in Khmer-Surin language refers
specifically to Pha Nung (a wrap around skirt)
made from tie-dye weft yarns before weaving
to create patterns.

Hol with head and end border for men
is called “Hol Proah” and women wear striped
fabric called “Hol Saraei”.

It is difficult to find a person who makes
Hol Proah and consequently Hol Proah is rarely
known among people. The word Hol today
mostly refers to Hol Saraei (Hol for women).
Because of this, a single word “Hol” in Khmer-Surin
language only specifically means striped Hol
used by women.

In the past, women in Southeast Asia were
considered inferior to men. They avoided wearing
dress and blouse with the patterns men used
for their clothing. The weavers tried to adjust
the patterns, or it could be called ‘unfolding or

spreading out men’s ikat patterns’.
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This piece of silk mat mii is a good sample
of spreading out men’s ikat patterns. The cloth
became women’s Hol Saraei. The raised patterns
with dashes were woven across the whole width

of the fabric within the stripes.
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Characteristics of Surin Silk Patterns

A) Stripe and Checked Pattern are
patterns created from dyeing the weaving yarns
by dyeing warp and weft yarns in different
colors. The popular patterns include Samor
pattern featuring small checked patterns
in black with glossy gold and olive green.
The fabric dyed to have dark gold color is
considered as the most beautiful Samor pattern. It
is a fabric with high endurance. Anloonsum pattern,
featuring stripes with weft and warp yarns dyed in
red-white, gold-green colors respectively. A piece
of fabric will use only four colors of silk yarns,
alternately woven through the whole piece of
fabric. Saku pattern features half-inch squares
which contain small 64 erids. Green and white
or gold and white are commonly used as colors
of the frame. The grids within the squares are
often made in various colors such as green, red,
blue, and gold. Sarong pattern features large 5.5
x 4.5 rectangles. Mostly red and green colors are
used. A stripe pattern is found in the middle of
the fabric all through the width of the fabric. The
surface of the fabric is lustrous due to Hangkrarok
Silk. Pha Kra Niew is silk fabric where more than
two yarns of different colors are spun together
to create a single yarn. When weaving with this
type of yarn, the finished product will be thick
silk fabric with intriguing look, often used as Pha

Nung Chong Kraben
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B) Mat Mii or Chongsin Pattern are
general mat mii patterns found in other provinces.
The pattern was created by tie-dyeing the weft
yarns before weaving into a piece of cloth.
Surin people with Khmer descent call this type
of fabric as Pha Poom. The patterns are often
the figures of humans, animals, and Khmer
architectures of Phnom Penh and Battambans.
The best quality of Pha Poom are Pha Lai Kamyang
Prachamyam, Pha Lai Nak Kiew Seedang, Pha Lai
Poomkhaobin Kanyaeng in the forms of Nak Kiew
and Lai Bussabok. The most common colors of
Pha Poom include dark purple (mangosteen skin
color), red, green, indigo, and yellow which mix
well together, as the yarns are dyed over and over

to create new colors. Pha Poom with prominent

colors and patterns include:
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C) Mixed Patterns are created by weaving
fhduvileauasy weft yarns, dyeing, then tie-dyeing alternately
through the whole fabric. This type of fabric is
called Mii Kan.

D) Mii Hol, Mat Mii Hol, or Chong Hol
(Chong is a Khmer word which means tie or
knot) or Sampot Hol emphasizes colors and
bamboo-like patterns. It features 1.5 inch wide
stripe patterns alternate with bamboo-like mat
mii patterns. It is considered as the main pattern
of mat mii from Surin which has specific tie-dye
process that can be used to weave two separate
patterns: Women Hol (Hol Saraei) or general
Hol and Men Hol (Hol Proah) to wear during

ceremonies.
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E) Amparom or Chongkra Pattern
feature mat mii (tie-dye) on both weft and warp
yarns. This type of pattern in Thailand is only
found in Surin. Mat mii Amparom typically weave
the tying part to be “Krapa”, that is, the area
where white dashes on the warp yarns meet
with white dashes of the weft yamns to create
cross symbols on the background fabric. For
example, weaving on red fabric dyed from lac is
called Amparom Krang (lac), weaving on purple
fabric is called Amparom Pakakaom featuring
small checked patterns with prominent white
dashes in the center on red brown background.
Surin people call the yarns with this color as Krak
or Sakra color. The manufacturing of Amparom
pattern is the most complicated, as it is required
to tie-dye the warp yarns. Moreover, it is required
the expertise to pull the weft and the warp yarns
to perfectly intersect at the right angle and space

so that they resulting “+” patterns are achieved.
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F) Kom Pattern (Lantern Pattern) looks
similar to candle flame which have two layers,
outer and inner flames. There is a number to

show how many tie-dye parts. Kom pattern is

Y = considered as basic pattern which can be adapt-
Aduanelay

ed to be smaller or bigger. The name is called
after respective size, for example, Kom Ha (five
lanterns), Kom Jed (seven lanterns), Kom Gao

(nine lanterns).

G) Khor Pattern (Hook Pattern) looks
similar to hook. The pattern was designed after
hook used to hang household items. There is
single hook design, where single hooks are spread
throughout the fabric. There is also a row of hooks

design called Khor Krua.
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H) Lookkaew Pattern (Marble Pattern)
looks similar to marble in the center of a small
rhombus. This type of fabric is silk woven with
brocade. In the past, white and black were
commonly used. After weaving is completed,
the fabric was then dyed. However, the practice
was later changed tie-dye first before weaving.
The brocades come in various floral patterns
including Dok Kaew or Lookkaew, Dok Jan, Dok
Pikul.
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The heritage textile production of Pha Hol or
Mat Mii (Ikat)

From the survey of Pha Hol, the important
manufacturing locations in Surin and Roi Et

province.

Inheriting Mat mii Weaving (Pha Hol) Group,
Ban Na Tang, Khwao Sinarin District, Surin Province
Moo Ban Na Tang (Na Tang Village) has been
well-known for their mat mii silk weaving for
a long time. Most of the people here are Thai
people of Khmer descent and are involved in
agriculture as their main occupation with
expertise in weaving mat mii silk which was

passed down from generations to generations.
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Ta Yuak Village, Roi Et Province

Ta Yuak Village is a part of the fields of the
crying Kula (Tung Kula Rong Hai) that span over
five provinces in Northeastern region of Thailand
which are Surin, Maha Sarakham, Buriram, Sisaket
and Roi Et. Tung Kula Rong Hai had suffered des-
ert-like conditions. The dry land and scarceness
of water supply makes ethnic Tai Yai merchants,

known as ‘Kula’, exhausted and then cry. Then,

the land takes its name from this story.
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Mat mii silk woven from local thai silk yarn, naturally dyed, three twill weave in diagonal patterns.

The leftover mii patterns from the weaving of other Hol fabrics are used to make a new fabric.
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The red brown mat mii fabric with green edges woven from silk yarn, naturally dyed, three twill

weave in diagonal patterns. The patterns on this piece of cloth is called Bai Pai (bamboo) pattern.
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Mat mii silk woven from naturally dyed, three twill weave in diagonal patterns. The main

patterns are Bai Pai (bamboo) alternate with Mubmai and Saifon (rain).
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Mat mii silk woven from naturally dyed, three twill weave in diagonal patterns. The main

pattern at the body of the cloth is Lai Poom Khaobin Kan Yaeng (head of rice).
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This silk ikat was woven from yarn and naturally dyed. The wefts are patterned similar to Hol Saraei.
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This piece of mat mii silk is woven from yarn and naturally dyed. The structure of this piece of fabric

is woven by copying the patterns of ancient Pidan or Padan fabric.
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GLOSSARY

Chong kaben

Heddle

Hol

Laberk

Pha Hang Krarok

Pha ka neiw

Pha Pidan

Sarong

Warp
Weft

Yok dok

Thai. a method of wearing a piece of cloth measuring 3 meters long and one meter
wide by wrapping it around the waist, stretching it away from the body, twisting the
ends together then pulling the twisted fabric between the legs and tucking it in the
back of the waist. This type of dressing is popular among countries influenced by India
such as Thailand, Cambodia and Laos.

an integral part of a loom used for separating the warp threads for the passage of
the weft.

amethod of tying threads to create patterns before dyeing by Cambodian people. In Lao
and Thai, it is called Mat Mii

Cambodian. a local sarong of Tai-Khmer people. It is made of cotton with the weaving
technique Yok Dok using warp yarn and filling or weft yarn with the same colours.

Thai. a piece of silk cloth having a glossy effect as a squirrel’s tail. It is made of
plain-colour silk thread as warp yarn and two-twisted silk thread as weft yamn.
When woven, these threads create glossy effects as a squirrel’s tail on the cloth (i.e. ‘hang’
means tail and ‘krarok’ means squirrel).

(See Pha hang krarok)

a type of cloth used in Cambodian ceremonies. It is generally decorated
and patterned with images of Buddhist stories such as scenes from the life of the
Buddha like Vessantara Jakata. To create patterns, the weft ikat technique Mat Mii is
applied while tightly stretching the cloth on the wall or ceiling.

a piece of cloth wrapped around the waist and worn by men and women, having
different patterns. It is popularly used by Southeast Asian people to wear in their
daily life or ceremonies in accordance with their culture.

permanent yarn stretched lengthwise on the loom to be crossed by the weft
moving yarn woven into the warp to create a web

Thai. brocade woven by various types of weaving including twill weave
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